BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
Britain is allied with France and Portugal, and these
two countries depend on her assistance in the defence
of their colonial possessions. Great Britain's relation-
ship with Spain is still a matter for speculation. In
the worst case, however, Spain is surrounded by
countries which are allied with Great Britain and
she could therefore be blockaded by the British fleet
if occasion arose. The Canary Islands, which are
Spanish possessions, would be of great strategic import-
ance if they were in the hands of a hostile power, and
the same is true of the Portuguese Gape Verde Islands,
the Azores and Madeira.
Thus, the main stream of British sea-borne commerce
flows through comparatively safe waters and only
when it comes near the Channel does it enter a zone
of any real danger. From this it follows that in the
event of war the task of the fleet in protecting British
merchant shipping would be performed chiefly in
home waters, and this circumstance would make it
considerably easier.
The Mediterranean plays a specially important role
for merchant shipping, and it is therefore both politic-
ally and strategically important for Great Britain.
However, it does not represent an absolutely indis-
pensable sea route, and that is the most important fact
about it. Its value to Great Britain consists in the
fact that it represents a shortening of her sea route
and therefore a saving in shipping and money. Sea
communications with the Far East can be diverted
round the Cape, where they will be fairly safe until
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